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SERMON I. 



ON THE EXISTENCE AND ATTRIBUTES OF GOD. 



Genesis, i. 1. 



In the beginning God created the heaven 
' and the earth.'' 



V I BELIEVE in God/' is the first article 
of our Creed : Let us examine its founda- 
tion. To demonstrate his existence and 
perfections, no elaborate process of rea- 
soning is necessary; for, who requires a 
torch to discover the brightness of the 
morning? Mankind, in every period of 
their history, and in every portion of the 
globe, have believed that there is a God, 
and tlieir faith in this important doctrine 
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is founded on principles which are clear 
and incontrovertible ; namely, that the uni- 
verse must have proceeded from a cause, 
— and that the regular operation of means 
to an end (means so admirably adapted 
for accomplishing the purpose in view) im- 
pUes intelhgence. These sentiments result 
from the very constitution of the human 
mind — sentiments, which all the pedantry 
of scepticism and the perversion of science 
have never been able to obliterate. Spe- 
culative men have frequently differed in 
opinion resj^cting the origin of the belief 
in the being of a God.; but, whether it 
proceeded from primeval revelation, from 
the deductions of reason, or from an inter- 
nal sense,, of its universality not a doubt 
can be entertained. 

All nature is full of God.* He shines, 
so to speak, in the brightness of the sun ; 

• Jovis omnia plena. — Vircj. 
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thunders in the clouds ; ^^ sits King an tkt 
floods ; walks on the wings of the wind ;" 
and stills the rage of the tempest, " In 
the beginning God created the heaven and 
the earth" Matter could never produce 
mind : " By the word of the Lord were 
the heavens framed, and all their hosts 
by the breath of his mouth.'* To ascribe 
the formation of the world to chance or 
necessity, is absurd. These terms do not 
denote real agents. They are, in fact, 
only modes of expression descriptive of 
human ignorance. They admit, indeed, 
the operation of some cause ; but, by em- 
ploying such phraseology, there is a vir* 
tual acknowledgment on the part of those 
who use it, that they know nothing of the 
nature of the cause to which they refer. 
Unless atheistical men were present in 
every part of the universe, how can they be 
certain that there are no proofs of a Deity 
which would overpower their incredulity ? 
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our nature, that an effect is produced by 
an adequate cause ; that power is exerted 
in sucli production ; and that in every case 
there is a connexion between the cause 
and the effect. We arc persuaded, that 
mind is the great first cause from wliose 
energies effects proceed. Tlie sentiment 
is sanctioned by tlie historian's voice, — 
" In the beginning God created the heavens 
and the earth.'' At his command, chaos 
rose into beauteous forms, and divinity 
beamed, as it were, from every atom of 
matter. Indeed, tlic fonnation of the most 
diminutive flower affords a stronger argu- 
ment for tlic existence of a first cause, than 
the abstract reasonings of tlic profoundest 
philosopher. " The invisible things of him 
from the creation of the worlds are clearly 
see7ij being understood by the things that 
are made^ even his eternal power and God- 
head ''* No man in his senses ever sup- 

• Rom. i. 20. 
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posed that his own soul was a thinking 
being from all eternity : But if a thinking 
being was formed out of nothing by Oihni- 
potence, surely the same poti^er was com- 
petent to create the material world. Bless- 
ed be God, enhghtened observation has 
arrested the progress of scepticism, in deli- 
neating the history of th^ universe. 

The universe bears evident marks of its 
Creator possessing wisdom as well as 
ppwer. The perception of contrivance 
and design in an elegant building, com- 
prehends the id6a of an architect ; in like 
manner, the perception of contrivance and 
design in the fabric of the universe, com- 
prehends the idea of its Maker being intel- 
ligent. Throughout the whole, intelhgence 
is displayed. Who does not obiserve that 
the wing is well fitted for the ah', the foot 
for the ground, and the fin for the water? 
It is plain, that every creature in the scale 
of animated being has powers wonderfully 
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adapted tx> its situation, and occupies the 
place best suited to its nature. The order 
and regularity conspicuous in the revolu-r 
tions of the heavenly bodies ; the guiding 
instincts of the inferior animals, and the 
remarkable provision made for their sup- 
port ; the nice adjustment of means to the 
end ; above all, the intellectual and moral 
powers of man, clearly indicate, that the 
whole is the work of a voluntary Agent, 
infinite in power and in wisdom. ^' The 
Lord by wisdom hath founded the earth ; 
by understanding hath he established the 
heavens ; by his knowledge the depths are 
broken up^ and the clouds drop down the 
dewy i 

Any appearances of disorder in the sys- 
tem, bear no proportion whatever to the 
numerous proofs of harmon}^ design, and 
intelligence. From these we must infer 
the divine wisdom. Indeed, all the objec- 
tions which have been urged at times with 
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ambitious eloquence, or an ostentatious 
display of erudition, against the wisdom 
of God, from apparent irregularities in the 
structure of the world, are found, on more 
mature investigation, to proceed from au- 
dacious impiety, or presumptuous igno- 
rance. How blinded must that man be, 
who ascribes the structure to bhnd chance! 
It is worthy of remark, that productions 
which in a rude age seemed useless, have 
been shewn, in consequence of the progress 
of science, and the combined observation 
of ingenious men, to answer purposes 
highly important. Truly " the works of 
the Lord are wonderful^'' (and the result of 
the minutest investigation corresponds with 
this general impression) " in wisdom has he 
made them alV 

Farther, The creation of the world dis- 
covers goodness. — Induced by this benevo- 
lent principle, the Almighty formed " the 
heavens and all their hostSj the earthy the 
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seaj and all that therein is" Myriads of 
beings have blessed him for existence. 
" The morning stars sang together^ and all 
the sons of God shouted for joy" To his 
goodness you are also indebted for every 
comfort which contributes to render exist- 
ence dear. His goodness supplied the 
wants of your fathers ; it is still making 
ample provision for your happiness, and 
will shed blessings on generations unborn. 
It is not my purpose at present to speak 
of those astonishing views of the divine 
goodness which revelation presents ; but, 
let me suggest, that many recent discove- 
ries afford new proofs of benevolent inten- 
tion : Nature, in her lovely, as well as in 
her august and awfU forms, declaring that 
there is a God. For, nolwitlistanding all 
the additions which are daily making to the 
stock of human knowledge, no instances 
of malevolent design in the Creator of the 
univerte can ever be found. In no case is 
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pain the object of contrivance : the object 
of it, on the contrary, is to counteract 
misery. Consequently, there is far more 
happiness than misery in the world ; and 
the tide of joy is still rolhng through the 
globe. It does not appear, indeed, to have 
been the intention of our Maker to com- 
municate happiness at all events, but to 
render us happy in a particular way, and 
to confer felicity on those who kre eminent 
for laudable exertion. To perceive and 
acknowledge his goodness, we only need 
attentive minds and grateful heartji. 

Since God is good, it has been asked, 
how does so much evil exist in the world ? 
It may be stated, in reply, that " God 
made man upright^ but he found out many 
inventions" Thus, moral evil originated 
from the folly of mankipjd. Hence, the 
abodes of indigence have been often filled 
with the votaries of extravagance ; the 
mansions of disease been peopled with the 
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victims of intemperance; and a slothful 
disposition, or a sour temper, has often 
prevented success in hfe. But if prodiga- 
lity produces want, or avarice involves the 
miser in endless cares ; if* the sensualist 
feels disease and debility, and wears gray 
hairs before his time ; if the man of cri- 
minal ambition is doomed to experience 
bitter disappointment ; or the slave of iuT 
dolence sinks into a state of abject degra- 
dation ; — let them not presume to charge 
the consequences of their misconduct on 
the Author of their being. Persons of a 
peevish and gloomy cast of mind, may re- 
present him as seated in darkness, sur- 
rounded with thunders, and implacable in 
his resentments ; but animated nature pro^ 
claims his goodness ; inanimate creation 
declares the same. No malevolence is 
found in his character, no evil dwells with 
him. Murmur not, but praise : — " See 
showers of blessings, — more, far more. 
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than human virtue can deserve, or hope 
expect, or gratitude return/' 

Again, physical evil, in many instances, 
is a consequence of moral evil ; yet, by 
the goodness of God, the former is ren- 
dered subservient to the future welfare of 
our race. If the one shews the folly of 
man, the other indicates the wisdom of his 
Maker. A probationary state, where hu- 
man virtue is to be tried and improved, 
implies suffering, — inconveniences to be re- 
moved ; privations to be borne ; hardships 
to be encountered : but such suffering has 
frequently proved favourable to the exer- 
cise of piety, and highly conducive to the 
attainment of intellectual and moral excel- 
lence. Such suffering has unquestionably 
the most beneficial effects. How often has 
it proved a mean, under the benevolent 
administration of the Creator of the uni- 
verse, of withdrawing our attention from 
^ the vanities of the world, raising the soul 
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to the celestial mansions, and prompting 
us to pursue the supreme felicity of our 
nature ! But certainly that cannot be call- 
ed evil, with propriety, which has a happy 
tendency : for evil proceeds from a bad 
disposition, and with a view to a bad 
end. 

Had God been a malevolent Being, 
every sense which ministers to our en- 
joyment might have been made, on the 
contrary, an organ of pain ; and the ob- 
jects of each could have been rendered 
oflfensive and disgusting. Had God been 
a malevolent Being, would not spring have 
returned without its delicious fragrance, 
sununer without . its fairest flowers, and 
harvest without its precious fruits ? Had 
God been a malevolent Being, perhaps 
clouds would have concealed for ever the 
glory of the finnament, the day and night 
returned in endless succession without the 
splendour of a morning; sun, or the glow 
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of an . evening sky. Now, if ever you 
were pleased, while contemplating the 
beauties of nature^at the dawn of the day ; 
if ever you felt a sentiment of adoration, 
when . " considering the heavens, the moon, 
and the stars ;' if ever you experienced an 
emotion of joy, when " the time of the 
singing of birds is come, and the voice of 
the turtle is heard in our land;" in short, 
if jou were ever delighted ^vith observing 
the different hues of the foliage, and the 
various tints of tlie flowers between vernal 
bloom and autumnal decay ; — ^rest assured 
that God is good. " O that men wotdd 
praise the Lord for his goodness, and for his 
wonderful works to the children of men /" 
In consequence of his wise and beneficent 
arrangements, transient evil enhances the 
enjoj^ment of future happiness, and relief 
from pain is accompanied with pleasure, 
which would never have been felt but for 
the pangs that precede. Much might be 
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added to this important discussion ; but I 
must now leave it to your own medita* 
tion. 

To sum up the whole : since Uiere is a 
God, who is infinite in power, wisdom, 
and goodness, serve him in sincerity. When 
you contemplate the exertions of liis power, 
stand in awe^ and sin not ; when you muse 
on the displays of his wisdom, acquiesce 
in his dispensations ; and let me add, in 
conclusion, when you thhik of his good- 
ness, your hearts ought to glow with grati- 
tude and love. Amen. 
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SERMON 11. 



ON BENEVOLENCE. 



Hebrews, xiii. 1. 
" Let brotherly lave continue/' 

The text, if taken in a limited sense, may 
be coasidered as a solemn admonition to 
the Hebrews to cultivate mutual affection^ 
at a period when their minds were agitated 
by keen controversy, and their persons ex- 
posed to cmel persecution- If received in 
a more extended acceptation, in which 
light it is now to be viewed, then it may 
be regarded as a recommendation of gene- 
iial benevolence. The very existence of 

B 
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this virtue has sometimes been questioned, 
its character frequently mistaken, and its 
practice often neglected : Therefore, to 
shew the reaKty ; to explain the nature; 
and to recommend the exercise of bene- 
volence, shall be the business of this dis* 
course- 
Man is unquestionably endowed with 
moral perception and sentiment. Certain 
dispositions and actions are objects of hb 
approbation, while others of a different 
description provoke his severest censure. 
Actuated by the impulse of native feehng, 
be has attached himadf to the side of inte^ 
gnty (till his moral principles are pervert- 
ed indeed), befriended the virtuous, and 
ciMisideFed their enemies as his own. Of 
aH the objects of moral approbation bene- 
Tofence is one of the chief: And, by dis- 
puting its existence, some authors have 
thereby betrayed their ignorance. Has 
not every language a name for benevolence 



aod ef IfiahmwBs ? Now, 00 mtgm»: occwa 
of 9uch a ^tstincUoB whi<:h has mot a }m% 
^wncUitk>ii Iq nature. Jmpi^Atefl i» our 
tone by the Autj^r of wi$dom» these prm^ 
cipks of 9Ctu»t ftre not incQwisteot : the 
w» makes us ^.ttentive to our own mterept ; 
the other prompts m to consult that dFour 
neighbour. Being formed for society and 
&e cidightful vaterehange of the dutiea of 
6ieiidihipt we derire pleasure, by the very 
constatution of our naJture» independent of 
crery sdUfiah conwderation, from whatever 
conscience dictates 9nd reason approves. 

Notwithstanding the invidious leprescBh 
tationa of some writers, who have been al 
fsim to depiedate human nature, and 
subject it to the petulant and impeitinenl 
raillery of profligates and fools, history, 
both sacred and pro&ne, furnishes the 
strongest proofs of disinterested benevo- 
lence. This happy principle as naturally 
produces beneficent actions as a medicinal 



fO ON B£y£VOL£NC£r SCF. 2. 

Spring pours forth salutary streams. TTiere- 
fore, on account of the depravity of indi- 
Tiduals, it is unfair to degrade the species ; 
because some men are selfish, it is false to 
infer that none are benevolent. Thou^ 
deprived of its original honours, human 
nature is venerable in its very ruins, like an 
ancient temple. — Were you to offer a man 
the most extensive and fertile fields, on 
condition that no human being besides 
should ever behold them, — ^the most sump- 
tuous delicacies, on condition that no. one 
but himself should ever taste them, — or the 
most splendid mansion, on the express 
stipulation that no friend nor kinsman 
should enter his door ; — would he not re- 
ject with disdain the proffered boon?^ — 
But, admitting the reality of benevolence, 
I proceed to illustrate its nature. 

It denotes kind affection towards our 
fellow-creatures ; or it may be defined, that 
disposition which leads us to wish tlieir 
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welfare, and prompts us to advance their 
happiness. Its various modifications com- 
prehend most of those amiable qualities 
which adom the human character. Its 
nature, however, will be best explaioed by 
describing its operations in real life. First 
of all, the man under its influence is dis- 
tinguished by strict fideUty and generous 
attachment to his friends.^ — Even^ in the 
thoughtlessness of convivial festivity, or in 
the heat of transient resentment, you will 
not find him speak of an absent firieiid with 

disrespect. His temper is not changeable 

* 

as the sunmier gale, nor his anger violent 
as the thunder storm. No dark purpose 
nor perfidious plan does he harbour in his 
breast. Not addicted to alternate attach«- 
ment and dislike, — to the c^priciotis efFur 
sions of fondness, and the tedious silence of 
sullen reserve ; he is steady in his fiiend- 
ship, ftnd you may safely place confidence 
in him. — ^A man of honourable conduo 
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and real ptmdpie^ his consuncy » unal- 
tered by distance of pkce^ his fidelity un« 
shaken by the changes Gf foftune. Tht 
casual tale of calumny does not alienate 
his affection from a friend; the tale of 
l^lumny told by the contemptible and the 
maletolent, he has learned to despise^ 
Whet« &e virelfate of a Mend is concerned 
he is not ^w in decision ; nor cautiously 
inquiring^ if he served him on the occa«» 
non, whether he vrovM not diminish his 
own induence by disobl^^g another? 
whether it Would not be better to post* 
poae duty till a irUfte conveniepu Meuson^ and 
stnengtlien Ins oWn interest by cohciliating 
wi opponent, (in consequence of a good 
office oppmtunely done), and conferring 
an obligation on a stranger? The sdlu^ 
tion c^ such questions he l^ves to those 
who are versed in the mean arts, and the 
wretched refinCTiefits, of pohtieal hitrigue. 
In such a case, a competition of inter- 



ftiiog daims dbes not mate the baievo^ 
Jent man hesitate for a moment. Thcm^ 
^hfo cnAy pdittcian may be captivated by 
Btiaxigers^ his homage is to known merit ; 
die dictates of d»e heart be holds sacred ; 
a3»d^ regMKJQess of ievery mercenary consider 
miidn, and miappalled by the senseless 
ckfnoor of enen^es, he dttres to do at once 
^at he beeves to be right. How unlike 
to the men of the woiid, who seem incapa* 
bleof warm attaclutients 1 Nay, their heaits 
are ofben hard as the flinty rock, and cold 
as the frozen i^ea. 

"Die sophistry of modem writers, I am 
fully awai^y represents the ties of cooi- 
sanguimty, and the relations of friendslnp, 
as consideta^tions beneatii t^e regard of a 
rational Wing, who, in his whole conduct, 
ficcording to their views, ou^t to sacrifice ^ J 

itdl other affections to the public good. Bnt^ 
hfow often are mankind divided in their 
fpeiMimetits respecting the public gdod? 
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how often disputing in what consists the 
interest of the community? It also de- 
serves remark, that the person who is de- 
void of local and personal attachments, is 
generally destitute of universal benevo- 
lence. Such attachments seem almost in- 
separable from our frame; they form a 
part of the constitution which God hath 
given us; and those authors whose writ- 
ings have a tendency to extinguish the 
glow of friendship, and extirpate the ami- 
able and social sympathies of our nature, 
may be considered as enemies to the hap- 
piness of the human race. Unsophisticat^ 
ed benevolence is by no means incoasistent 
with local sympathies, (though incompa- 
tible with exclusive attachment to a sect,) 
and impels us to do good to individuals, 
without delaying, in the cold spirit of cal- 
culation, to inquire in every case how far 
that good may promote the interest of the 
pubUc. The strong impulse of such bene« 
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vblence has overpowered difEculties which 
would have alarmed the. frigid, and disre« 
garded dangers from which the timid 
would have shrunk back with dismay* 
It is a powerfol principle of virtuous con- 
duct, by which human society prospers ; 
and the general interests of society are, be- 
yond doubt, best advanced by every per- 
son performii^ the duties of the station in 
which Providence has placed him.* Men 
must act in domestic, circles and small 
societies, though they may speculate on 
worlds. 

It is now to be noticed, that the bene- 
volent man is not only distinguished for 
generous attachment to his friends, but 
for gentle treatment towiards his enemies. 
— He does not indulge asperity of sen- 
timent, virulence of invective, nor unre- 
lenting malignity of heart. Regarding 
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with disdain the mean Tetaliation of injiF- 
ries^ lie will not descend to ^^ render evil 
jfbr evil/' On the contrary^ he rises supe-* 
rior to those vulgar prejudices wid pa»- 
sions which agitate little nrinds^ as the 
sun ascends above the mist of the hills, or 
the storm of the ocean. Wl^ contem-^ 
plating at times the glories of an evening 
scene, whose stillness accords with the 
tranquillity of his soul, he can make this 
solemn BJppeaij as he marks the departure 
of the otb of day, ^ On my ^iptth thou 
hast not gone down/' Yet his meekness 
of demeanour is by no means inconsistent, 
on proper occasions, with afl the energy of 
a bold end determined character. 

In the next place, one under the influ** 
ence of benevolent principk, is ingenuous 
and open. — External courtesy is not al« 
ways to be considered as a mark of can- 
dour: often smiling is the countenance, 
and smooth the conversation of those who 
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hate m in tlieir heart But the bei^evo- 
lent maxi i$ what he appears. Hati&g to 
mcur, and still more to deserve the impu^ 
totion of duplicity^ he shuns it in everjt 
form; for duplicity he consider as the 
vice of ^ coward or a tiflain. Acconiingi* 
ly, his mitid revolts Irom the very idea of 
(hat deceit which is apparently candid 
and open ; which pratse[» the capacity and 
die c^dtict of its dduded objects ; and 
yet, when tmsUspecting confidence in die 
virtue whose appearance it assumes, af-. 
fords a convenietit opportunity of vidat^ 
ing every honouraMe principle, then* wear- 
ing no longer the ^pect of pithily, assum- 
ed merely to serve a purpose, but taking 
its real gatb, it violates them all. 

Again, die benevc^nt man is generoui 
and just, a lover of his country, and ready 
to relieve the distressed ; always ben^ 
cent because he is good, and kind without 
Ostentaticai.-^We aie told in history, that 
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" a Roman knight saw his slave weeping, 
and asked, if he was sorrowful because he 
was a slave ? No, repUed the captive, but 
because I once was free. The man who 
loves hberty, said his benevolent master, 
should have been bora a Roman : as he 
was not, I now make him free." It is 
pleasing to record such an amiable in- 
stance of generosity. Respecting the 
rights and feelings of his fellow-creatures, 
justice as well as generosity the benevo- 
lent man cultivates and reveres. While 
some recommend an indefinite regard for 
the interest of the whole human race as the 
sde principle of action, he is never un- 
mindful of those specific duties by which 
society is upheld and maintained. His 
heart is loyal to his king, and it glows with 
attachment to lus country, — attachment 
that never temiinates in empty declama- 
tion, and is never employed as a cover for 
carrying on the mystery of iniquity ; for 
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ke delights in deeds of beneficence, while 
many others are guided in their patriotic 
exertions by the violent clamours of the 
people, or their senseless applause. Even 
the prejudices of the people, it is trae, on 
some occasions, claim tespect. But while 
a man possessed of genuine benevolence 
pays them all the regard which is due, still 
he stands firm Uke the rocks of our " sea- 
girt isle,'' and scorns to become the puppet 
of a party. As the magnet points to the 
north, so patriotism attaches hk heart to 
his native shore. — In particular, his bene- 
volence prompts him to reheve such as are 
in circumstances of real distress, — ^to " de- 
liver the poor who cry^ the fatherless^ and 
those who have none to help them!* Melt- 
ing with pity Hke the good Samaritan^ he 
is ready to " go and do likewise" But he 

\r not actuated merely by constitutional 

* 
> 

* Luke, X. 33. 
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sympathy: An occasional feeling wi^ 
than a settled principle^ constitutional symh 
pathy b variable, fluctuating, capriciouey 
and deserves not to be dignified with the 
name of a Christian virtue. Without any 
estal^hed rule of selection in its exercise, 
and ui^^ng to indiscriminate charity, it 

« 

encourages impostors and promotes idle** 
ness, by teaching the indigent to rely on 
other aid than the efforts of honest ii^ 
dustry. 

I proceed now to prosecute my plan, by 
inculcating the exercise of benevolence.-^ 
Its exercise is amiable, it is pleasant, it is 
profitable; independent of ite being a duty 
which you cannot innocently neglect* No 
virtue contributes more ttian this u> tiie 
formation of a character that is lovely ; but 
a malicious disposition is diabohcal, for- 
bidding as the statue of some ancient deity 
hnng round with ensigns of terror, and 
irovning in the gloom of the woods! It 



I 



instigates to the perpetration of cjfimes the 
inoat atrocaous« What Ufted up the band 
of Cain against Abel? What exasperated 
Saul against David? What made the ki£i^ 
mous Caligula wish the Romans bad one 
head» that he mig^t strike it off at one 
blow ? Malevolence. It was malevolencQ 
that deluged Bethlehem with innocent 
bkx>d. It wa3 malevolence tkd: reared 
the cross and crucified the Son c^ God. 
Malevolence has frequently armed the 
hand of treason, unsheathed the. dagger, 
and triumphed amidst the blood of the 
slain !— ^This description, by the power of 
contrast, serves to heighten the channs of 
that virtue which I proposed to recorn^ 
mend ; and the mind returns to their con* 
templation with pleasure similar to that 
which the eye feels in surveying fragrant 
gardens and delightful groves, ailer behold- 
ing tremendous fragments of rocks, which 
have been torn firom their foundation by 
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the ravages of time and the rage of the 
tempest. — Be persuaded, O Christians, to 
cherish through the pilgrimage of hfe, that 

amiable virtue which delights in all those 

• ... 

tender offices which soothe pain, and alle- 
viate misfortune ; — a virtue never cold nor 
repulsive, and calculated, of course, to dis- 
arm mahgnity and conciliate friendship. 

Its exercise is always a fertile source of 
satisfaction and joy: whereas sordid sel- 
fishness and cheerless mahgnity render life 
insipid and painfid, a burden and a curse. 
These aggravate the distress of individuals 
while the storm of adversity beats on the 
species. Passion gives pain, as every mo- 
ralist will assure you, to the maUcious, and 
to them life is a number of evils. For by 
heaven^s decree, maUgnant dispositions 
afflict the bosom where they reside ; con- 
sequently, if you bear hatred to your bre- 
thren, beyond doubt, you shall be the first 
to sufier. But benevolence is a great con- 
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stituent of human happiness, composing 
turbulent passions, and keeping the soul 
calm and serene hke the evening of a fine 
summer day. Where shall we find a hap- 
pier than he whose little animosities last 
but for aj^moment, and perish in the blaze 
of benevolent emotion ? His joys are exqui- 
site like those of the elect, like those of the 
elect in the regions of immortality. — Yield 
to the dictates of brotherly love^ and taste 
one of the purest pleasures of your nature. 
The exercise of benevolence contributes 
not only to yom* own happiness, but to 
that of others. Ever attentive to the feel- 
ings of our fellow-creatures, it operates as 
a powerful restraint on natural ferocity of 
manners, sweetens social intercourse, and 
infuses a spirit of gentleness into all our 
commerce with mankind. In particular, 
the dwellings of the wretched are scenes 
for its exertion. In the cold and lonely 

cottage where the orphan pines, benevo- 

c 
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lence may make her triumphs glorious, 
and cause the house of mourning to resound 
with joy. — Cultivate a virtue so beneficial 
in its effects, a virtue which gains affection, 
attracts regard, and makes you grow in 
favour with God and man. Cultivate a 
virtue which is grateful as a refreshing 
fountain, or a cooling shade amid the 
burning sands of the desart. JVhen the 
ear hears you it will bless you^ and when the 
eye sees you it will give witness to youJ' 
For on the votary of benevolence, every 
eye is fixed with admiration, and his praise 
repeated by every voice. While the re- 
cording angel writes his name in the book 
of Ufe^ men will inscribe it in the rolls of 
fame. 

In fine, the exercise of benevolence is a 
duty which 3'ou cannot innocently neglect. 
It is strictly and frequently enjoined in 
sacred scripture. Therefore, shew an un- 
remitting solicitude to avert or alle\iatc 
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human misery. God is love : And let the 
precepts and the example of the God of 
peace be ever present to your minds. " This 
is his commandment J that you should lave one 
another. It is not grievous^ and in keeping 
of it there is great reward/' Therefore, 
" let brotherly love continue :" For Christ's 
sake cultivate benevolence ; and imitate 
with diligence that Blessed Redeemer, 
" who went about constantly doing good." 
Amen. 



SERMON III. 



ON EDUCATION ; PARTICULARLY AS IT Rl!> 
LAT£S TO RELIGION AND MORALITY. 



Proverbs, xxii. 6. 

" Train up a child in the way he sfiotdd go : 
And when he is old he will not depart 
from it/' 

Almost three thousand years have elaps- 
ed, since these words were uttered by the 
wisest of men : And his declaration has 
been verified by the experience of succeed- 
ing ages. In childhood, the human mind 
is most susceptible of impressions ; and 
those which are received at that early 
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period, are likewise the most lively and 
permanent.* Of what consequence is it, 
therefore, to instil then principles of piety 
and virtue, and to improve both the intel- 
lectual and moral powers by proper cul* 
ture ! Good education has proved a mean 
of rendering many persons useful members 
of society, who might otherwise have been 
the objects of terror by night, and of detes- 
tation by day. For vices as naturally 
grow in an untutored mind, as weeds 
spring up in a neglected field. The re-» 
markable care with which the inferior ani- 
mals rear their young, cannot escape the 
most superficial observer; — and would it 
not be a reproach to the human species, if 
they forgot to pay a becoming attention to 
the education of their cliildren ? — Parents 
and teachers ! the admonition in the text 

^ Quo semel est imbuta recens, servabit odoretn 
Testa diu. HpR. 
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is addressed to you, — ^^ Train up a child in 
the way he should go." By marking his 
early propensities^ and managing them 
judiciously, you may prepare him for ris- 
ing high in the scale of renown. In con* 
ducting his education, spare no pains to 
regulate aright his Temper, Imagination, 
Habits, and Opinions. 

I. Attend particularly to the regulation 
of the Temper. — Indications of temper 
sometimes appear which ought not to be 
overlooked by those who superintend the 
education of youth. History informs us, 
that in the height of Sylla's military exe- 
cutions, Cato being carried by his tutor to 
pay his court to the tyrant, asked if no one 
hated this man enough to kill him ? Yes, 
but they fear him still more than they hate 
him. Then give me a sword, said the boy, 
and I will kill him. — ^Tempcr denotes the 
stale of the mind with regard to irasci- 
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bility. A weak timid mind, when not 
under proper management, is apt to grow 
peevish ; and a firm deteraiined one, when 
not subject to judicious discipline, is in 
danger of becoming boisterous or obsti- 
nate. Several children, when corrected 
with cruelty, or insulted by pride, have 
discovered a de^ee of obstinacy foreign to 
their nature: Nor need such parents or 
instructors as chastise them in their wrath^ 
be surprised at the discovery, since they 
set them the example of one fault by the 
very mode of punishing another. But this 
obstinacy do you wish to dispel ? It will 
generally vanish at the voice of tenderness 
and calm rebuke. Tenderness, combined 
with calm, yet firm and dignified rebuke, 
has greater influence on several occasions 
than all the modes of punishment ever 
devised by unrelenting severity. An inge* 
nuous mind is ready to obey when a capri- 
cious tyrant ceases to be vindictive. The 
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young are seldom destitute of sensibility, 
and rejoice, unless they are depraved in- 
deed, in the consciousness of their parents' 
and teachers* love. Let parents and 
teachers think at times of the amiable 
attention of the Saviour of the world, who 
*' took vp little children in his arms and 
blessed them.*' C 

If the temper is allowed to become fret- 
ful or morose in childhood, what is to be 
expected in riper years ? It will prove a 
self-tormentor, as well as a source of un- 
happiness to all around. On the other 
hand, when by means of prot)er regulation 
it is composed and gentle, what comfort 
does it aftbrd to the young themselves and 
lo all connected with them. Such a tem- 
per, sweet as the summer gale and plea- 
sant as the brix^zcs of the spring, leads to 
the habitual exercise of various civilities, 
compared with which, few opportunities 
of renderinjr friends essential services ever 
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occur. Is it your wish to produce such 
an amiable disposition in your offspring ? 
Let them never see any marks of a fero- 
cious one in yourselves. If they perceive 
that you are deficient in humanity, be not 
surprised if they discover occasional symp- 
toms of an imfeeUng heart. — Are you de- 
sirous to improve their temper ? Keep 
them at a dista:nce from scenes of wanton 
cruelty, and teach them to shun every 
spectacle which has a tendency to steel 
the soul against the tender sympathies of 
our nature. The beneficial effect of music 
on these sympathies, ha# not escaped no- 
tice. The sacred historian informs us, that 
Saul was refreshed by its influence ; and 
the gloomy spirit which troubled him, was 
dismissed by the harp of David. Its in- 
fluence has been attested by the experience 
of thousands. On how many occasions 
has it animated the timorous, and enhven- 
ed the depressed ; softened the boisterous. 
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^d humanized the fierce? Touching, at 
times, the secret springs of rapture, it has 
inspired sentiments truly sublime. Again, 
it soothes the soul, and we feel as in some 
tranquil scene in a fine summer evening. 
But I need not expatiate on its influence : 
It kindles the Hosannahs of the spirits in 
glory, and swells their exclamations of 
praise. 

II. To regulate the Imagination of the 
young, is of the utmost importance. — On 
this faculty, through life, depends much of 
the enjoyment oiHhe wretchedness of man* 
kind. What grand emotions attend its ex* 
ercise, when it transports us to the scenes of 
splendid events ; — to the spot where the first 
honours of humanity have been gained, or 
when it springs alofl, amid the howling of 
the storm, to the skies, and pursues the 
planets in their courses ! Happy tlie youth 
whose imagination frequently leads him to 
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contemplate the glorious works of God, 
and. the wonders of redeeming love, — ^to 
muse on places celebrated in story, — ^to 
visit, as it were, Mount Horebj Sinaiy arid 
Tabor ; to ascend the Hill of Calvary^ and 
to behold the venerable sufferer, who expi-^ 
ated the guilt of the nations ! But the hor« 
rors of an ill directed imagination are too 
dreadful to be mentioned. Its influence 
on the conduct of life is unquestionable. 
To shew, by an induction of particulars, 
that its illusions oflen mislead the unexpe- 
rienced youth, and excite the most turbu« 
lent passions, would be a task more te* 
dious than difficult. 

To preserve the mind from the influence 
of prevailing errors and irregular propensi- 
ties, watch with soUcitude over the impres- 
sions which the imagination receives in 
early life : to secure it against their pemi- 
cious effects, ^vatch over the associations 
which it then receives, with the most 
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anxious care. The conduct of those who 
encourage an erroneous association of 
ideas, and fill the fancy with the terrors of 
superstition, deserves the severest censure. 
To dismiss these terrors in niaturer years, 
has often required tlie combined power of 
reUgion and philosophy. While science 
gazes on the blazing comet, for instance, 
as a grand herald of Jehovah's power, has 
not a superstitious fancy considered it as 
tlie fore-runner of evil, and read in its re- 
volution the fate of nations and the fall of 
empires 'i Were the imagination properly 
regulated, and no wrong association of 
ideas ever presented to it, darkness would 
not be connected, as it often is, with the 
notion of spectres : The return of night 
would be regarded only as a temporary 
privation of the Ught of day, and welcomed 
as a season particularly favourable to tran- 
quil repose. Nor would death be arrayed 
with so many horrors. Not viewed merely 
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as a descent to the silent grave, it would 
be regarded as a transition from a scene 
chequered with evils, to a region of un- 
mingled bUss. 

III. The formation of good Habits re- 
quires particular care. — " Chuse that mode 
of Ufe which is fit," was the precept of an 



ancient sage ; " Chuse that mode of Ufe 
which is fit, and habit will render it agree- 
able." Wherefore let a child be gradually 
accustomed to the practice of what is 
honesty jtisty lovely^ and to the fixed detes- 
tation of whatever is insincere or base 
among men.* Where virtuous habits are 
not formed betimes, the principles of con- 
duct becoming still more dissolute, and 
the manners greatly depraved, the young 
sometimes lose all sense of religious re- 
straint, and pursue those criminal courses, 

* n^or^imlf TiTf fUtrt^Vi vie tt^wvsf. — ISOC. 
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where enterprizes of despair are their only 
enjoyment. Train up a child to respect 
all the commandments of God, otherwise 
indulgence would be granted to different 
vices : for who has not a propensity to 
commit particular sins ? But earnestly 
admonish him to acquire habits of tern* 
perance, and veracity, and application* 
Temperance is conducive to health and 
happiness, while dissipation ^^ stingeth like 
a serpent^ and biteth like an adder.*' A 
sacred regard to veracity is always vene* 
rable ; while there scarcely exists a more 
odious wretch, than the person who sports 
with truth, and adopts falsehood as a prin- 
ciple. Application is favourable both to 
intellectual and moral improvement, rais* 
ing many a friendless youth to future emi- 
nence in his profession ; and erecting mo- 
numents more durable than the pyramids 
of Egypt. How many difhculties has per- 
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severing diligence overcome ! — It has level* 
led mountains and bounded the ocean. 

O young man! when sauntering as a 
sluggard, and surrendering thyself to habits 
of sloth, does not the venerable figure of 
him thou once didst call Father^ — does not 
the amiable form of her whom thou once 
didst accost by the name of Mother^ — 
seem, with looks of silent reproach, con* 
stantly to pursue thee ? For the sake ^ 
parents, make a glorious struggle in the 
Christian warfare. In this struggle many 
humble Christians, assisted by divine grace, 
have displayed a degree of self-denial and 
magnanimity, which the most illustrious of 
the martyrs never surpassed. Is it your 
anxious wish, that your cliildren should 
acquire such habits as have been now re- 
commended ? — let their education be con- 
ducted as much as possible under your 
own inspection. Respect for you, as lias 
been justly remarked by an enlightened 
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philosopher, must always impose a very 
useful restraint upon their behaviour ; and 
respect for them may frequently impose 
no useless restraint upon your own. I 
now proceed, 

IV. To recommend the propriety of re- 
gulating the Opinions of the young. — In a 
degenerate age do not fail to educate your 
children in this opinion, that devotion is a 
source of the most exquisite happiness ; 
and that it is their duty to " remember 
their Creator in the days of their youth/* 
The seeds of piety will produce precious 
fruits, if they are not withered by the blast, 
nor scattered by the tempest. But, in 
order to forward their growth, do not at- 
tempt, as some have injudiciously done, 
to sccKide the young entirely from the 
world. Much iniquity, no doubt, abounds 
in it ; yet the stonns of temptation will 
follow them to the desart. When the mind, 
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however, has early received pious impres- 
sions, their happy influence will be felt both 
in society and solitude. 

In the haunts of pleasure, indeed, these 
impressions, at times, may be almost effac- 
ed ; but in the serious hovu* of calm reflec- 
tion they will again return. Canst thou, ut- 
terly regardless of those good instructions 
which Avere dictated by parental affection 
in thy early day, forget the divine benefits, 
and be unmindful of the Rock of thy salva-- 
Hon — is a question which conscience will 
occasionally put to him who has been train- 
ed up in the way that he should go. Indeed, 
the recollection of a godly parent is pecu- 
liarly tender in a distant land, and there 
his pious counsels the ingenuous youth will 

« 

often recal. When the children of a wor- 
thy family are widely dispersed, it is pleas- 
ing to think, that, cherishing the religious 
principles in which they were educated, 
they may be offering their devotions in 
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different quarters of the globe at the same 
moment. What although the prayers of 
one may ascend from the mount aim of the 
East, and the supplications of another arise 
from the American wilderness, they are all 
heard by that great God who fills the im- 
mensity of space with his presence. In 
every land, to be religious is to be blessed. 
" thou that hearest prayer^ unto thee 
shall all flesh come/' When friends for- 
sake them, — when the face on which they 
were wont to gaze with admiration and 
rapture becomes like that of an alien^ — 
when doomed to lament long-lost connec- 
tions, or to behold the companions of their 
early days laid in the dust ; in short, when 
the scene of life is dark and troubled as 
midnight storms, — how great is the com- 
fort of drawing near unto God ! 

Again, It is of the last importance to 
impress the yoimg with this opinion, that 
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thej are now in a state of probation for a 
better world. — Educated in this opinion^ 
they will learn to contemplate with delight 
the Parent of all, leading on generation 
after generation to higher scenes of being, 
while other orders rise in succession, by 
his decree, to fill the void below. Edu- 
cated in this opinion, the hope of an eter* 
nal inheritance in the heavens will not only 
sustain them amid the various calamities 
which it may be their lot to suffer, but also 
animate them to a more diligent j)erfonnr 
ance of the duties of life. Considering 
themselves as candidates for a blessed im- 
mortality, shall they not endure with pa- 
tience every present disaster, and tread 
boldly the path of integrity, spuming al- 
lurements which would otherwise be hardly 
resisted by flesh and blood? Doubtless, the 
prospect raises the soul to whatever is ge- 
nerous, and communicates a vigorous im- 
pulse to the noblest energies of our nature. 



52 ON EDUCATION. SCF. 3. 

How enlivening the belief, that genius, 
that beam of glory which has brightened 
almost every land, shall not be extinguish- 
ed ; that when the tide of time has rolled 
away, this celestial fire shall never be 
quenched. Lo ! the soul springs at last 
from her mansion of clay, and mounts to 
the habitation of God. As she ascends 
aloft, like Elijah the prophet of the Lord, 
behold her met by ministering angels, and 
thus accosting the celestial band : — Hail ! 
ye inhabitants of the skies — But where, O 
tell me where, is " He who often brought 
me to his banquet ing-housej and whose ban^ 
ner over me was love !" — Angels, conduct 
me to my Saviour s throne. 

Do you long to reach at last his celestial 
throne ? Remember the period of your 
probation fleets fast away, and be always 
careful to improve it. It is precious ; and 
let it be employed accordingly in the dili- 
gent cultivation of your talents and your 
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virtues. No man, says the moralist, who 
has gotten a classical education, will ever 
despise it ; yet, this must not engross the 
whole attention, as if wisdom spoke to her 
children only in the language of Greece 
and Rome. Let the improvement of mo- 
ral principles be unifomily connected with 
the culture of the intellectual powers. As 
the remark of animated penetration is un- 
doubtedly more pleasing than that of tor- 
pid dulness, as the look of sparkling intel- 
ligence is far more interesting than that of 
listless stupidity ; so, be assured, the acqui- 
sition of virtue is more valuable than rubies. 
But its loss could be Compensated by no 
splendour of genius, no delicacy of taste, 
no fehcity of diction, no pageantry of for- 
tune. Would not a wise parent derive 
more pleasure, if the child he had trained 
in the way he should go, obtained a cha- 
racter similar to the following, than if, by 
plodding in a selfish mercenary track, he 
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got all the gold of Ophir? — " For the space 
of thirty years the counsels of Cosmus were 
the laws of the state, and acts of benevo- 
lence his only intrigues. Florence, with 
one consent, adorned his tomb with this 
inscription — the father of his country" 

They who act well the part assigned 
ihtm in this probationary scene, shall in- 
deed be held in everlasting remembrance. 
God is their friend. What although they 
may be exposed to various disasters, his 
almighty power can arrest the pestilence 
in its progress, and the destroying angel 
vanishes at his rebuke. What though tem- 
pest overtake the mariner ? that sovereign 
Ruler who sits King on the floods j can bring 
him safe to the haven which he desires to 
see. But they who never view this life as 
a state of religious discipline, nor study to 
obtain the divine favour, are truly miser- 
able. Ashamed to meet the eye of inno- 
cence, abashed before the fearless front of 
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integrity, they wander like Cain, " asfugir 
tives and vagabonds on the earthy' and are 
doomed to feel the most accursed degra- 
dation. Never throw off the salutary re- 
straints of religion : When the bank is 
demohshed, the flood has often deluged 
the plain. 

Finally, While endeaA^ouring to regulate 
the Temper, the Imagination, the Habits, 
and the Opinions of youth, implore the 
blessing of heaven on your sincere at- 
tempts, and pray that the young may 
advance in wisdom and virtue, while they 
grow up as olive-plants around the table ; 
so that when their God and yours comes 
at last to render unto all according to their 
works^ you may present your children at 
the tribunal of Jesus, with exceeding joy. 
Amen. 



SERMON IV. 



OX PROVIDENCE. 



Praached at the openiog of the Synod of Fi&» 

nth April 1797. 



PsAL. xxii. 28. 

" The kingdom is the Lord's^ and he is the 
Goveimor among the nations/' 

To a pious mind, the employment of con- 
templating the operations of Providence, 
as exhibited in the government of the 
world, is truly interesting. It is proposed, 
therefore, at present, I. To offer some re- 
marks, with a view to establish the doctrine 
of a superinteuding Providence. II. To 



Ser. 4. ON providence. 57 

recommend a becoming trust in the bene- 
volent tendency of the divine administra*- 
tion. — While I attempt to discuss this subr 
ject, I am persuaded that my reverend 
fathers and brethren will hear me with 
patience and candour. The times are 
peculiar in which we live ; the most imr 
portant doctrines of religion have been 
denied ; our country has been threatened 
with invasion by an inveterate foe; in 
short, this provincial synod has seldom 
met at a period more awful and alarming. 

I. I am to prove the doctrine of a divine 
Providence. — ^That God presides in every 
department of nature, and exercises a su- 
perintending care over the works of his 
hand, has been believed in every nation 
and in every age.* His animating influ- 

* ProvkieDtia Dei mimdus et omnes mundi partes et initio 
COB^titutie fuerunt, et omni tempore admiDistrantur. Cic. 
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ence pervades the universe. It is felt in 
the calm recesses of the forest, as well as 
in the troubled waters of the swelling flood. 
The beUef of this doctrine is universal: 
For the cavils of sceptical men are ndt to 
be considered as detracting from its uni« 
versality. The universality of its reception 
is probably the result of some primeval 
tradition, which, though obscured in diffe* 
rent regions of the earth, has never been 
entirely effaced. 

What is providence, but the exercise of 
the divine attributes ? And can he whose 
attributes are perfect be unemployed, or 
slumber for a moment on the throne of 
the universe ? A state of sloth or perpe* 
tual repose is inconsistent with every ra- 
tional conception of exceUence. That ** the 
Shepherd of Israel^ who never slumbers nor 
sleeps^*' should be an indifferent spectator 
of his works, is an idea repugnant to ra- 
tional religion, and authentic history, and 
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sound philosophy. Sound philosophy ne- 
ver supported the atheistical system which 
would exclude the Almighty from his king* 
dom, and surrender to blind chance the 
government of the universe ; on the con- 
trary, it confirms this important truth 
which the text contains, " The kingdom is 
the Lord' 8 J and he is the Governor among 
the nations" Throughout every part of 
his vast dominion which comes under their 
view, speculative men have often content 
plated with admiration the arrangements 
of his providence. In surveying the face 
of the terrestrial globe, or in studying its 
history, it cannot escape the notice of the 
most superficial observer, that providence 
adapts the various productions of every 
clime, to the wants and situation of the 
respective inhabitants. Does not the spiry 
fir, for instance, whose slender foliage 
scarcely obstructs the solar ray, rise in the 
dreary regions of the north ; while under 
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African and Asiatic skies, the palm-tree 
spreads its shady leaves, to screen the 
natives from the burning heat of a vertical 
sun ? Is it not obvious, that the regular 
vicissitude of seasons ; the constant suc- 
cession of seed-time and harvest, during 
so long a series of ages ; the alternate ebb- 
ing and flowing of the sea ; not to mention 
the remarkable revolution of the sun, the 
moon, and the stars ; — ^are all so many 
decisive proofs of a divine providence ? In 
fortuitous events, there is neither order nor 
constancy. With the suggestions of rea^ 
son on this subject, revelation coincides. 
A voic« from the celestial throne, loud as 
the sound of ^^ mighty thunders and many 
waterSy' has been heard saying, " Alleluia I 
For the Lord God omnipotent reigiks" 

But not to ttie material system is his 
government limited. In the moral as well 
as in the natural world, his pervading 
energy appears. What are the annals of 



Scr. 4. ON PROVIDENCE. 6l 

nations, but a continued detail of its oper« 
ation ? The world is a great scene, where 
from age to age a series of providential 
interpositions has been displayed. How 
often has that great God, hy whom kings 
reigfiy punished national degeneracy with 
national disasters? And it is worthy of 
particular notice, that even crimes are 
often over-ruled so as to complete some 
great plan of the Almighty, and. converted 
to some important end, far different from 
the intention of the actors in the scene. 
Did not the Roman conqueror, for exam- 
ple, when he invaded this island, imagine 
that he was only extending his conquests 
and adding fresh splendour to liis military 
fame ; while, in reality, he was but an in- 
strument in the hand of providence, for 
preparing a rude multitude of pagans and 
barbarians to embrace the Christian faith ? 
" Wonderful in counsel^ and excellent in 
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workings is the Governor among the na* 
tions ;" who regulates all events, raises up 
imexpected agents to execute his decrees, 
and turns them, however unconscious of 
it, to the accomplishment of his purposes. 
The measures adopted by the adherents of 
popery, at the glorious era of the Reforma- 
tion, instead of retarding, proved the very 
means, under divine providence, of ad- 
vancing that great work, and of accelerat- 
ing the overthrow of that fabric of super- 
stition, which had been so industriously 
reared by the church of Rome.. Notwith- 
standing the various efforts of its enemies 
to crush the protestant faith, it braved all 
opposition. This beautiful plant, neither 
the furious storms of persecution, nor the 
malignant blasts of bigotry, were able to 
destroy. Nourished by the blood of the 
martyrs, it flourished and grew to matu- 
rity, till multitudes repaired to its refinesh- 
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ing shade, and sought repose under its 
branches. The arm of arbitrary power 
cx)uld not arrest its progress; dignified 
ecclesiastics trembled in secret ; sovereigns 
themselves looked on with dismay ! — ^The 
review of events like these prompts us to 
declare, — " It was the doing of the Lord^ 
and is marvellous in our eyes. The Lord 
reigns ; let the earth be gladj and the muU 
titude of isles rejoice. He causeth the very 
wrath of men to praise him^ and the remain* 
der thereof he is able to restrain." But his 
almighty arm regulates the fortune of in- 
dividuals as well as the fate of empire. 
Even trivial circumstances, which at the 
time appeared fortuitous, are parts of that 
providential arrangement which leads to 
the most important results and thef most 
interesting events. From beginnings the 
most inconsiderable, and by means the 
most unlikely, an over-ruling providence 
often raises individuals from indigence and 
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obscurity to wealth and renown. I appeal 
to your own observation : For have you 
not frequently seen men setting out m Ufe 
with the fairest prospects and the most 
flattering hopes, — yet every plan of im- 
proving their fortune misgives ; something 
unseen blasts their most sanguine expecta- 
tions : while, on the other hand, persons 
introduced into the world under many dis- 
advantages, surmount every difficulty, at- 
tain to wealth and honours in a way that 
is truly wonderful, and find a variety of 
unexpected circumstances concur to their 
favourable reception and finn establish- 
ment? Things, in short, succeed far be- 
yond their hopes ; and though originally 
unnoticed and unknown, they leave at an 
immense distance behind them, many who 
had once a much better prospect of acqui- 
ring fortune and fame. Not a few instan- 
ces of this kind occur : And wliat is the 
inference — that blind chance bears sway ? 
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No such' thing ; otherwise, the race would 
be always to the swifts and the battle to 
the strong. The best concerted schemes 
would uniformly succeed, and the same 
causes, m similar circumstances, always 
produce the same effects. 

Some invisible power, therefore, is em- 
ployed in over-ruling human aflfairs, and, 
by attending to what is noted in the scrip- 
tures of truth, we are taught that this power 
is the providence of God. Doubtless, 
^ He doth according to his will in the armies 
of heaven and among the inhabitants of the 
earth'' " The hearts of men are in the 
hand of the Lord^ and he turns them as the 
rivers of water** An infinite mind must 
have access, though we cannot perceive 
it, in many different ways, to the human 
heart. " As the rsnnd bloweth where it list- 
ethj so also is the operation of the Spirit/' 
Man is conscious all the while, that no 
violence is offered to his will, that he is 

£ 
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acting as a moral ag^nt without any in- 
fringement of his freedom. 

But if the Lord reigos, how do so man j 
calamities prevail in his kingdom ? It may 
be suggested^ in reply, that the evil com* 
plained of is oflen productive of good. The 
virtuous, no doubt, are subject in a pro- 
bationary state to various calamities : But 
adversity may be viewed as a beneficent 
angel conducting the righteous in the road 
to heaven. For, have we not seen this 
minister of divine providence sometimes 
disengaging the heart from the vanities and 
vices of the world ; reclaiming the incon-» 
siderate from the paths of ruin ; and brings 
ing back ttie forlorn wanderer to his Fa^ 
ther s house ( For the occasional prosperity 
of the vicious, satisfactory reasons might 
be likewise assigned : Their worthy con** 
nexions sometimes profit by it ; the Ruler 
of the universe, by sparing the vicious and 
permitting them to prosper for a season, 
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thtis acts an exam{de of forbearance to his 
imperfect creatures^ and allows them time 
to repenL— r-A complete distribution of 
rewards and pmiishments^ is not to be ex-^ 
pected in the present life, because that 
would frustrate the plan of probation ; yet 
Jehovah's ^vemment does not cease. 
Nay, even in this world, und^ his admi- 
nistration, a distinction has been made 
from the beginning of ages between the 
righteous and the wicked. Did he not 
shew himself the avenger of guilt, in the 
expulsion of the primeval pair, in the pu- 
nishment of Cain, and in the destruction 
of Phamoh ? The £gtte of Sodom and Go 
morrah ; of the Egyptians at the Bed Sea; 
and of the Jews in every part of their his« 
tory — ^ords a striking proof of a supers 
intending providence. On the other hand, 
did not God reveal himself as the patron 
of innocence, in the translation of Enoch, 
the deliverance of Lot, and the preserva- 
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tion of Noah ? Under this character he 
was known also to Elijah^ when that pro- 
phet " was fed by ravens while ht dwelt by 
the brook Cherith"* and hkewise when he 
passed in so miraculous a manner over the 
Jordan. Behold the venerable man taking 
his * mantle, and smiting the waters — the 
floods rolling back on every side — ^the saint 
of God walking over on dry ground — and 
then ascending in a whirlwind to heaven !-|* 
I proceed now, according to my plan, 

II. To recommend a becoming trust in 
divine Providence. — Human aid is often 
vain ; hence the precept^ " Put not your 
trust in princes/' But, " happy is he who 
hath the God of Jacob for his help^ whose 
hope is in the Lord." His perfections de- 
mand our veneration, and justify our con- 
fidence. Infinite goodness, added to al- 

* 1 KiDgs, xiu. t 2 Kiiigi. ii. 

t 
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mighty power, constitutes the very cha- 
racter which claims our dependence. Why 
should we entertain any doubt of that gra- 
cious Being continuing to protect us, who 
has always proved a benefactor and a 
fiiend? Recal the period when a kind 
providence preserved you from disasters 
which no human power could prevent, and 
saved you from snares which no human 
penetration could elude.. Are any of you 
alarmed with apprehensions of poverty? 
Recollect the time when you were extrica- 
ted from embarrassments, and relieved from 
straits, in a manner that you could not but 
consider as astonishing, where the hand of 
providence undoubtedly interposed. When 
a concurrence of unfortunate circumstances 
has made the saint of God declare — " All 
these things are against me" has not some 
sudden change of affaii^s taken place in his 
favour, and been effected too by the most 
improbable means ? Now, the remem- 
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brance of former deliverance ought to pro* 
duce future trust. The remarkaUe man-* 
ner in which we surmounted many diffi- 
culties, and the magnanimity with which 
we were enabled to encounter vadous dan** 
gers, the very prospect of which once filled 
us with dismay, furnish a strong argument 
for still depending on the providence of 
heaven. 

Again, do you diead the power of pas- 
sion ? Think on those dark days of trial, 
when the Ught from heaven shone on the 
soul, pointing out the path of duty where 
the traveller escapes the bitterness of re* 
morse. Or do you fear the loss of some 
faiths friend P Look back to the season 
when you experienced a similar calamity, 
and trust still in a gracious providence, 
which poured the balm of consolation into 
the wounded spirit. My afflicted brother, 
when " sorrows are multiplied^ rely on the 
Lordj and he shall sustain thee" Is any 
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dear relation in a distant land, and do you 
sometimes sigh to think how many roaring 
billows roll between you? Providence is 
present in every clime — *^ the cimfidence of 
all the mds of the earthy and of them who 
are far df upon the sea. Trust ye in the 
Lord for ever : for in him is everlasting 

4 

strength/' Since he is the Governor among 
tlie nations^ suppress inquisitive solicitude^ 
and check al] cnrninal anxiety about future 
events. It may satisfy you to know^ that 
he clearly foresee whatever is to befal. 
If men of superior sagacity can penetrate 
the motives of others, and, by studying 
their character, and attending to the cir- 
cumstances in wliich they are placed, fore- 
tel how they will act on difierent occa^ 
sions ; must not the Supreme Being pos^ 
sess this power of penetration in an infinite 
degree, and must not all the future actions 
of his creatures be fully exposed to his 
view? 
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NoJEi^ of his creatures are so mean as to 
escape his notice. The very lowest are 
not overlooked by providence. No, its 
care is not confined to the great and the 
mighty ; it extends to the humUe shrub, 
atid the lily of the valley y as well as to the 
mountain oak, and the lofty cedar. If, 
on some occasions, the heavens have open«> 
ed, and angels descended to commtinicate 
glad tidings to the children of ni^n, surely 
our race are not below their Crbator's re* 
gard. — ^And what should hinder ' us from 
felying on his wisdom, which guides the 
planets in their courses, and appoints to the 
sun the time of his rising and going down f 
What should prevent us from depending 
on his goodness, which is always employed, 
diffusing happiness through the wide world, 
and supplying the wants of every thing that 
lives ? Or what should deter us from trust- 
ing in his power, which raises the sick 
from the couch of distress, and restores 
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strength to the feeble ; ^hich also stills the 
tumults of ihe people^ and controls the 
ocean's boisterous wavfes ? 

The history of several remarkable inter- 
positions of providence in favour of. our 
native land,. should encourage iis, at the 
present arduous and alarming crisis of 
pubhc affairs, to tepose unshaken confi-^ 
dence in Jehovah's superintending care, 
aiid teach all ranks ^of the community to 
rise superior to that dastardly spirit which 
shrinks from ' resistance and. danger. In 
times of national danger do your duty. 
" Wait on the Lord: Be of good courage and 
he shall strengthen your hearts ; wait I say 
on the Lord." Your forefathers also wit- 
nessed seasons of dejection and dismay; 
but, '* they trusted in God and he did deliver 
them" Your forefathers had indeed dark, 
and rough, and arduous days ; but, provi- 
dence, in mercy, dispelled those gloomy 
clouds which hung over the British isles. 
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Rest likewise on the Back of dgeSf and 
banish all your fears. Dfead not thft 
presumptuous boasting, nor tte arrogant 
threats of powerful foes. ^ Behold^* as it 
is written in the booic of the Lord, *^ iht 
Assyrian was a cedar in Lebanon^ his 
boughs were multiplied j and his height exalte 
ed above all the trees of the field — thenforCj 
saith the Lordy because his heart is lifted t^ 
I have delivered him into the hand of the 
mighty.** 

On the divine pleasure depend all the 
revolutions of states and of empires* And 
when we contemplate the wreck of sur- 
rounding states, wb^i fallen thrones pass 
in review before us, let us Ksten with reve» 
rence to an awful voice, saying in the 
scene of desolaticm, the hand of the Lord 
hath done this. The various vicissitudes in 
our own lot are likewise ordered by divine 
providence, and under every trial let us 
display Christian fortitude, and exercise 
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bdeoiiling ' trust in him whoae ^' kingdom 
rukth over all. Shall we receive goad at 
the hand 6f God^ and shall we not also re^ 
cewe evil f The very evil in our estate 
is conducive to our improvement. Let 
no calamity, therefore, ivhich we may be 
doomed to endure, shake our faith in a 
superintending providence ; but rather dis* 
pose us to acquiesce devoutly in ali its 
dispensations. For how often has afflict 
tion been a mean of extirpating manj a 
noxious weed which grew in the luxuriant 
soil of prosperity P Affliction has called 
forth into view the latent virtues, increased 
our moral dignity, ennobled, in short, the 
whole character. Besides, ** the sufferings 
of the present life are not worthy to he 
compared with the glory which shall he re-- 
vealedy The secret anticipation of this 
glory, combined with suitable trust in a 
gracious providence, has often supported 
the soul under the severest pressure of 
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distress. — ^To a mind . depressed with the 
prospect of danger, to spirits wasted with 
anxiety, to a heart distracted with care, — 
is it possible to present such a remedy on 
this side the grave, as that which is derive 
ed from a cordial reception of the doctrine 
which I have this day declared ? — a doc- 
trine which has frequently inspired intre- 
pidity amid the din of arms, and animated 
the hero among all the hazards and hard- 
ships of battle, — a, doctrine which has oflen 
solaced many a venerable parent, when 
bidding adieu to his children; and like- 
wise cheered the wandering emigrant, and 
the weary exile, in dreary regions, and on 
distant shores ! 



SERMON V. 



ON THANKSGIVING. 

Preached 19th December 1797» on the day of a Kati6nal 
Tbanksgivhig, appointed by Government on occasion of a 
Kavai Victory* 
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PSAL. 1. 14. 



Offer unto God tkanksgivingJ' 



Oratitude is a natural principle of the 
human heart. The history of every age 
confirms the truth of this remark : For, 
while it exhibits some men so mean and 
so base as to be capable of ingratitude, it 
also exhibits them incurring, on that ac- 
count, the disapprobation and the indig- 
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nant scorn of the better part of their 
species. It represents the concurring voice 
of mankind to be strongly in favour of 
gratitude. Is not the instructor, for in- 
stance, who taught the principles of useful 
knowledge, and formed the mind to the 
love of goodness, in our early days, met in 
future years with glad and grateful eye, 
and reckoned worthy of our particular 
regard ? Again, has the defender of his 
country fallen in its cause ? — With gene- 
rous emulation hi» countrymen endeavour 
to perpetuate the remembrance of his vir- 
tues. The sculptured marble has often 
transmitted the image of the hero and the 
patriot to posterity ; the monumental iiv* 
scription borne testimony to hifi merit; 
and the hisUmc page recorded his £une. 

But the principle already mentioned 
operates with peculiar force, when directed 
to the supreme Benefactor of the human 
race. Both in the rude aiui refined periods 
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of $ociety, it clearly appears. Glowing in 
his bosom, it has raised the barbarian far 
above the beasts of the field ; and, ming^ng 
with the maxims of pohshed life, it has 
contributed to improve them. The narra- 
tive which desoribes the religious character 
of mankind has been often brightened and 
adorned by expressions of gratitude to the 
Author of all that is great and good. In 
every age thanksgiving has been oifered. 
The songs of Zion have been often sung ; 
the altar has Uazed before the Creator of 
the Univarse, and the temple been fiUed 
with the odours of incense. 

^^ It is a good thing to give thanks unto 
the Lord :" and to recommend the duty is 
at times extremely necessary. For not a 
few act frequently towards their Maker as 
they do towards their brethren. A slight 
offence received from a friend, a supposed 
ne^ect from a generous benefactor, has, 
on some occasions, almost effaced the im- 
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pression of former favours ; in like manner, 
though men partake of. the divine bounty 
every day, a single misfortune seems to 
have obliterated, in the minds of many, the 
remembrance of the most tender mercies. — 
Beware, I beseech you, of resembling a 
character such as this. On the contrary, 
" Offer unto God thanksgiving" — ^thanks* 
giving for the beauties of Creation; the 
benefits of Providence ; and the blessings 
of Grace, Wherever ingratitude exists, it 
under-rates the value of them all, and 
magnifies the pressure of misfortune. I 
proceed, therefore^ 

I. To shew that Creation is a proper 
subject of thanksgiving. 

Prompted by infinite goodness, the Al- 
mighty diffused life and happiness through 
the universe. Various orders of beings 
awoke to taste tlie joys of existence : and 
man became " a living soulj made after the 
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image of his God." His Creator formed him 
susceptible of exalted felicity; endowed 
him with rational powers and religious 
affections, the proper exercise of which 
ministers, indeed, to the purest enjoyment. 
In particular, those pleasures which the 
devout contemplation of the works of 
nature procures, are inexpressibly exqui- 
site and delightfid. The works of nature, 
you surely will never behold with inatten* 
tive , or indifferent eye ; you surely will 
never discover any symptoms of such cri- 
minal insensibility. 

The various displays of the Creator's 
goodness cannot escape an attentive mind. 
The myriads of sensitive and rational 
beings on which his goodness hath exerted 
itself, afford a high idea of his disposition 
to communicate happiness. In regions of 
space unexplored by man there are infinite 
numbers of happy beings. Beyond human 
calculation, we are assured, is the great 
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multitude around the throne. W6 can per- 
ceive no limits of the vast expanse in which 
the celestial bodies revolve ; we can fix no 
boundaries to the universe. Where does 
that mountain rear its hoary head on which 
the imagination may rest in its most distant 
excursion, in its most eccentric range, and 
look down on the dreary vale of non-exist- 
ence ? May not other planets encircle other 
suns, which roll in majesty tlu'ough the vast 
expanse of creation to illuminate systems 
where the rays of our sim disappear ? Nay, 
even these may occupy but an inconsider- 
able part in the immensity of space : Suns 
besides may enlighten worlds more remote. 
Perhaps some will suppose this to be mere 
speculation — But, even allowing it to be 
so, it is certainly speculation which accords 
with rational ideas of the goodness of God. 
Let us indulge the thought, therefore, that 
in those distant parts of his vast dominion, 
intelligent beings contemplate and admire 
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the system of the universe, while they cele- 
brate its tbrmation with grateful songs. 
The very idea disposes our minds to grati- 
tude, and we are ready to join in the an- 
thems of praise. Thanksgiving is due : at 
creation's birth, " the morning stars sang 
together^ and all the sans of God shouted 
for joy!'' 

But the parts of creation which come 
under our view form sufficient subject of 
thanksgiving. Has not the Creator s bene- 
ficent hand spread around the globe the 
elenjent of air so essential to the preserva- 
tion of vegetable and animal life? Does 
not his hand " cover the pastures withflocksy 
and the vallies with corn ; sending also the 
springs into the vallies which run among the 
hills f Does not his hand shift the seasons 
over the world ; guiding the circuit of the 
sun, and producing those pleasing sensa^- 
tions which we feel when we behold the 
brightness of his risings as well as that 
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charming radiance, that blaze of beauty, 
at the place of his g(nng dovni ? Does not 
his hand produce the verdure of the vernal 
willow, and the various beauties of the 
spring ? As the months advance, does not 
his hand regale the eye with the fragrant 
thyme on the mountain, the lily of the 
valley^ and all the vast profusion of flowers 
that open to a summer sun ? ^^ O God ! 
the year is crowned with thy goodness/* 

Throughout the works of the Almighty, 
beauty and grandeur are displayed ; and, 
by the very constitution of our nature, we 
are delighted with the contemplation of 
every object on which these qualities are 
impressed. Does not the eye behold the 
fruitful valley and the verdant hill ; the 
lowering precipice and the tempestuous 
ocean? — And such scenes oflen please. 
^^ Taste and see that God is good" He has 
raised monuments of his goodness in the 
barren desert, as well as in the fertile plain. 
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Throughout the works which he hath made 
we perceive causes of thanksgiving. While 
many enjoy the shade of the vine and the 
rich scenery of nature, have we not ofl^i 
beheld others pleased with the romantic 
aspect of the bleakest mountains ; gazing 
with delight on the beauties of the wilder^ 
ness, and loving the lodging-^lace of way^ 
faring men ? To them " the solitary place 
is often glad^ and the desert blossoms as the 
rose'' 

Wide, indeed, is the circle of enjoyment ; 
and in every situation you may mark pe- 
culiar motives to gratitude. Cast your 
eyes over the globe, and you will find that 
the productions of the different climates 
are well adapted to the particular wants of 
the respective inhabitants. For example, 
in the course of the survey, you will see 
that the bountiful Creator has made cool^ 
ing and refreshing fruits abound in those 
regions which are most exposed to the 
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scorching rays of a burning sun. You will 
likewise perceive, that in extensive tracts 
of country, which are deprived of rain, his 
goodness has taken care to compensate 
this want by other sources of fertility. Do 
nol the inundations of the Nile, for in- 
stance, pour down the streams of plenty 

through the plains of Egypt ? ^To sum 

up this head of discourse : all creation calls 
upon you to be grateful ; and never with- 
hold the tribute of praise. With the beau- 
ties of nature you are surrounded on every 
side: Riches procure not their exclusive 
enjoyment; and why should you be un- 
grateful to heaven, or envy the rich ? The 
morning sun and the melody of the groves ; 
the beautiful landscape and the blue sky ; 
the roaring cataract and the spacious 
ocean ; these, my friends, are free. Un- 
touched with gratitude can mortals behold 
them? " One generation^ O Godj shall 
declare thy works to another! they shall 
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»peak of thy glorious Majesty^ .and utter the 
memory of thy goodness : For the Lord 
made heaven and earthy the sea and all that 
therein is. His works are. great ; sought 
out of all them that have pleasure therein : 
Praise ye the Lord/' 

II. The benefits of providence demand 
your thanksgiving. 

On review of them, does not the mind 
rejoice and the heart glow with gratitude ? 
By the appointment of providence, pecu- 
liar blessings sweeten every period of 
human life. — ^Think on the days that are 
gone; look back to the season of child- 
hood : Was not divine providence then 
your guardian and your guide ? Reflect on 
the years of your youth : In these critical 
years did not providence also conduct you 
through many a slippery path with a 
parent's care ; keeping your feet from fall' 
ing ; preserving you from the pestilence 
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that walketh in darkness^ and fr&m the 
destruction that wasteth at noon-day 9 Do 
you not look back with a d^ree of horror 
to 8cenES through which your heecUess 
steps did often stray ; and, wlnle musing 
on the danger and deliverance^ do you not 
still tremble and adore at the review ? 

Truly providence hath exercised towards 
us the unutterable tenderness of a parent's 
k>ve. Often has health been restored after 
sickness, and the mind solaced after the . 
depression of sorrow. In some cases, mis* 
fortunes have been removed, which even 
prompted a wish for that night which, till 
the last trumpet sounds, is followed by no 
morning. Yes, calamities have been alle* 
viated which extorted the last wish of the 
unfortunate, that life and its sufferings 
would come to an end. Now, the return 
of tranquillity to the troubled mind is a 
blessing unspeakable ; and the wounded 
spirit J which God hath healed, ought 
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surely to praise him. The removal of dis^ 
tress, which forced a sigh for the repose of 
the grave, where ** the wicked cease from 
troubling^ and the weary are at resty" ought 
ever to be remembered with grateful emo- 
tion. Will you ever forget the beneficent 
hand which dismissed the hideous phan« 
toms of misery ; led you by the green pas-' 
tures and the quiet waters^ where the cup 
of happiness overflowed ? Consider, that if 
the exercise of reason, and the joys of 
religion ; the sweets of domestic felicity, 

« 

or the comforts of social life, are still pro^ 
longed ; to a kind providence you are in« 
debted for them all.* — However great a 
man's distresses may be, they bear no 
comparison to the number of benefits God 
has bestowed in the course of his life. 
How often has *' the outgoing of the mom-- 
ingj and the coming in of the evening'' re- 

^ Deu8 monera sine intermiaaioDe fundit. — Srn. 
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joiced over you ? Count, if you can, die 
agreeable sensations you have enjoyed 
during your pilgrimage. Have not your 
days of sickness been far inferior in num- 
ber to those which you have passed in per- 
fect health ? It also deserves consideration, 
that several calamities are compensated by 
the beneficent effects. " O that men would 
praise the Lord far his goodness /" 

Providence is good to all. Have you 
not still the joys of social intercourse and 
the endearments of friendship.'^ Are not 
kindred spirits still found on the earth .^ 
iVnd when our l3enefactors are taken away 
from us, when " a new king arises who 
knows not Joseph j God never leaves nor for- 
sakes'\\i& servants, but often provides for 
them new patrons in place of those who 
are gone. By his appointment, many cir- 
cumstances contribute to our success in 
life ; and the sum of happiness resulting 
from all the means employed by provi- 
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dence to minister to our enjoyment, who 
can calculate or express! Providence, I 
repeat, is good to all : " Rain falls from 
heaven on the just and unjust ;" yet the 
divine care is specially exercised over the 
righteous. " I have been young" said the 
sovereign of Israel, " and now am old : 
yet have I not seen the righteous forsaken^ 
nor his children begging bread" Owing to 
adventitious circumstances, the turbulent 
demagogue, and the sordid son of earth, 
may flourish for a while " like a green bay 
tree :' But, " the triumph of the wicked is 
short; a tempest stealeth him away in the 
nighty and the upright shall have dominion 
orcer him in the morning" You may easily 
perceive, that the natural tendency of 
those laws which regulate the divine pro- 
cedure, is favourable to the advancement 
of ability and integrity. It is after the 
existence of certain forms of government, 
which, in their origin and establishment, 
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or in their abuse^ are opposite to the geno* 
ral laws of the moral Governor of the uni- 
verse, that conspicuous and lucrative star 
tions are multiplied by men who find it 
convenient to exclude the consideration of 
merit in those who fill them ; and that 
places of power are conferred on unprincir 
pled agents by the profligate. 

Yet, by the appointment of providence, 
every degenerate being is a stranger to that 
refined enjoyment which is " the portion of 
the upright in heart" Hence, the man of 
devotional feeling and benevolent affection 
would not exchange his nature and situa** 
tion, thou^ ^ sore with hardships press'd^^ 
unless perhaps for that of some beneficent 
angel who relieves the wretched, wipes the 
tear firom the eye of the mourner, and 
mitigates the afflictions of mankind. To, 
hardships, the worthy, no doubt, are oflen 
exposed : but " all things work together for 
good to them who love'* and obey 
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heavenly Benefactor. Their sufferings, 
besides advancing their own welfare^ 
have contributed^ in many cases, to pro* 
mote the happiness of thousands. Though 
doomed to sufferance and sorrow, they 
hiave sometimes instructed the nations ; 
and, had their situation not excluded them 
from scenes of folly and dissipation, they 
would have neglected the improvement of 
those talents and virtues which, when cul- 
tivated, attracted admiration, acquired 
celebrity, and qualified the men they 
adorned to scatter blessings, Uke guardian 
angels, through the land. Thus, though 
treading, for a while, the humbler walks of 
life, their circumstances, on the whole, 
were fortunate, being favourable to their 
own improvement, and to that of their 
species. Accordingly, in that path which 
providence is pleased to mark out, wise 
men walk without a murmur, singing songs 
of gratitude as they go along. 
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Marvel not if sufferings sometimes fail 
to the lot of the righteous. It is the salu- 
tary correction of a father, and designed 
to promote the future happiness of his off- 
spring. " Weeping may endure for a night ; 
yet joy cometh in the morningJ' God's 
ancient people had their portion of suffer- 
ing ; but was it not intended to reclaim 
them from idolatry and restore them to 
goodness ? Besides, amid the calamities 
which they were doomed to endure, they 
had distinguished marks of the divine 
favour. Was it not witnessed by the thov^ 
sands of Israel^ when they passed, with the 
priests, in a miraculous manner, over the 
Jordan ?* J3id not the IVildernesSj and the 
waters of Marahj the rock of Horeb^ and 
the Red &?«, testify the goodness of provi- 
dence ? Did not the pillar of cloud and of 
jire^ the manna^ and even Mount Sinaiy 
proclaim tlie mercy of God "^ 

^ Joshua, iii. 17- 
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Surely the goodness of providence is a 
proper subject of thanksgiving ; and that 
goodness has been witnessed by us as well 
as by God's ancient people. In the his- 
tory of our country it clearly appears. 
Our forefathers, " O God, have often thought 
of thy loving'kindness in the midst of thy 
temple ;" and we will think of it still ; for 
this day we are called to praise it. Our 
fathers have told us, that the era of the 
Reformation was a splendid period of pro- 
vidential deliverance ; and, in reviewing 
the past, does not the protection of our 
isle against the hostile designs of the Spa- 
nish Armada, stand high in the Ust of 
national mercies ? Ye have heard of the 
gun-powder treason, the anniversary of 
which discovery has since been celebrated 
with thanksgiving. Ye have been, told, 
too, of the tyranny of Cromwell : told, that 
when the nation was set free from his gall- 
ing yoke, and the republic perished, the 
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loudest acclamations of joy resounded 
through a grateful land. Again, when the 
first magistrate abused his power, and alv 
andoned the kingdom, did not a happier 
settlement diffuse joy through the nation 
anew? 

Your time does not allow me to recount 
the various signal interpositions of provi- 
dence in behalf of these realms : yet, in 
speaking of the past, it would be a culpa- 
ble omission not to mark the goodness of 
God in rescuing the nation from the rage 
of generous, but misguided zeal, on two 
memorable occasions,* after the accession 
of the illustrious house of Brunswick to 
the British throne. Tliat goodness Pro- 
testants have still cause to praise. And 
let me now observe, that the signal and 
important naval victories gained during the 
present war, particularly claim, on this day 

« The Rebeliioo, 1715 and 1745. 
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of public thanksgivuig, the grateful tribute 
of every heart. In three different engage- 
ments, the fleets of France, and Spain, and 
Holland, have been successively defeat- 
ed. But for these defeats, the uhprind'- 
pled ruflian, and the cruel invader, might 
have plundered your property, and pointed 
the dagger at the bosom of helpless inno- 
cence, and venerable old age. But for 
these defeats, ye might have been deprived 
of your privileges, civil and sacred — and 
this day, instead of raising the voice of 
gratitude, ye might have been groaning 
luider the most . profligate despotism, and 
deploring your calamities hke the am 
cient exiles, vrho " sat in sorrow by the 
streams of Babelj and^ while they thought 
of Zion^ hung their harps on the willow 
trees.'' 

Britons, precious privileges indeed are 
yours ; and long may you know how to 
prize them. Your life, your liberty, your 
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property, your religion, — all are secure^ 
^' Your lot has fallen in pleasant places t 
yea^ you have a goodly heritage/' And 
surely you will never be unmindful of the 
spot where you passed yOur early days^ 
and were trained to piety and virtue : Sui^ 
ly you will never be traitors to the land of 
your friends and your fathers. We rejoice 
that the inhabitants of tiiis country axe still 
trained to tread in the paths of religion : 
^^ To the poor the gospel is preached ;'' and^ 
in the enumeration of mercies, can we £iil 
to notice the attention of the legislature to 
their rdigious instruction ? By the law of 
the land, a fund is provided for the main^^ 
tenance of the ministers of the church of 
Scotland, and the poor are entirely ex^ 
empted from contributing to the supp<nt 
of those who serve at her altars. Nay, in 
consequence of the sound and wise policy 
of the legislature, such is the nature of this 
fund, that the pecuniary interest of the rii 
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is not affected ; so that with respect to the 
provision for the support of the clergy of 
the estabUshed churchy they have no right 
to complain* Considering this laudable 
institution ; considering that we profess to 
beUeve the same doctrines ; to perform the 
same duties ; and to be traveUing towards 
the same country ; who does not pity the 
foUy of mankind in falUng out hy the way f 
How few become wiser and better from 
their connexion with those who are given to 
change f Instead of imitating their exam-* 
ple^ " Walk about Zioftj beautiful for situ- 
ation on the sides of the north ; mark her 
bulwarks^'' — dnd, on this day of public 
thanksgiving, bless the Lord that they still 
defend her from the assaults of men who 
meditate the ruin of our ecclesiastical esta- 
bUshment. 

The signal victories which we this day 
commemorate, have contributed to the se- 
curity of our ecclesiastical establishment. 
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asi wdl as of our civil constitution. And 
let us ne^er forget the gallant exertions of 
those . who fought and fell in their coun^ 
ti*y's cause* — Ye heroes > who are gcnie I 
long may the generosity of a grateful land 
patronize your children, while ihty grow 
up as olive plants around the table^ and 
make Me hearts of your widows sing for 
joy. Yie conqumng heroes ! we hkss the 
Lord mighty in baitlcy that your efforts 
have Contributed, under his providence, to 
make us pass our days and our nights 
more tranquil and secure. " God is our 
refuge. IVhy art thou cast dowuj O my 
souU or ^disquieted within me ? Offer unto 
God thanksgiving — For I shall yet have 
came to praise him" 

III. The blessings of his grace claim, 
your warmest gratitude. 

For unto you " the grace of God which 
hringeth salvation hath appeared. Christ 
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gave his life a ransom for many^ and put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself;" so 
that while we review the annals of human 
nature— weep over the ruins of the fell — 
see the flaming sword gleaming at the 
gates of Paradise — the progenitors of our 
race bidding farewell to that delightful 
abode— and consuming their days in the 
deserts of Asia, far from the blissful bowers 
of Eden ; — we can also perceive, in later 
times, the interposition of our Redeemer, 
redressing those evils which the disobe- 
dience of our first parents had introduced, 
and diffusing comfort through the dwell* 
ings of men. " Hosannah to the Sofi of 
David ! Blessed he he who came to save us 
in the name of the Lord'' 

The state of those whom he came to 
save, enhanced the value of his interposi- 
tion : The state of those whom he came to 
save — it was deplorable beyond descrip- 
tion: in ignorance and guilt, and awful 
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uncertainty, the children of men were in- 
volved. The recollection of felicity that 
was lost — ^the pangs of remorse — the fears 
of future punishment — all conspired to 
render them miserable. At last the peni- 
tent heard a celestial voice saying, ^^ Be 
of good cheer J your sins are forgiven — The 
Spirit helpeth your infirmities — My grace 
is sufficient for you. — How blessed the peo^ 
pie that know the joyful sound I" Like 
the sun bursting in his meridian splen- 
dour from behind the gloom of a black 
doud, the Ught ordained to lighten the 
Gentiles has cheered the lonely isles, and 
^addened the natives of the barren vale 
and the bleakest mountains. — And is this 
the Ught of which your enemies would be- 
reave you ? — ^They promise, it is true, iV/m- 
mination in its stead. — Accursed be the lY- 
lumnationj which, like that promised by 
the serpent to Eve, leads to ruin, as the 
wandering fire of the night lures on the 
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bewild^^ traveller, till he falls headlong 
down some tremendous precipice, or dis- 
appears in the roaring flood ! 

Before the introductioii of Christianitj, 
the principles of natural rehgion ware bb*- 
«cured and perverted, as m^ht be illustrjt* 
ted in minute detail did your time permitt 
and a revdation from God became necesr 
aary to explain and enforce them. This 
revelation being requisite, it was delivered 
to man. A divine system of duty and 
discovery, it merits our cordial acceptance 
and grateful acknowledgment. But be- 
ware of thinking that revelation is erected 
on the ruins of reason, or that it super- 
sedes its exercise. Both are the gift c^ 
God. The latter may be cmnpared to 
the light of the morning ; and, deriving 
an accession from revelation, it ^^ shines 
unto the perfect day." Judge of the ad- 
vantages of revealed rehgion from its ef- 
fects. Jt has eclipsed the wisdom of the 
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ancients. What tRe philosophy of Athens 
and the learning of Rome could never ef- 
feet, it has accomphshed. — •• And ought 
the withered hand, which Christ has made 
whole, to be lifted up against him ? Or 
should the dumb man's tongue, just loosen- 
ed from the* bonds of silence, blaspheme 
the power that set it free P' — " O let us 
magnify the Lord^ and exalt his name toge- 
ther. — For he is good : His mercy endureth 
for ever. Let the redeemed of the Lord 
say so^ whom he hath ransomed from the 
hand of the enemy/' 

I Truly the Redeemer of our race has 
rescued us from the cruel tyranny of guilt 
and superstition — placed us in a valley of 
vision — and given us a prospect of that 
delightfril land which is afar off. Before 
the period of his appearance on earth, the 
foundation of belief in a future world was 
generally a philosopher s conjecture, a pa- 
rent's tradition, or a poet s song. Reason 
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wandered like a bewildered pilgrim in the 
dark valleif of the shadow of deaths con- 
templating, with melancholy eye, the 
gloomy waters of Jordan. The regions 
beyond, she could not discover. — Ah ! 
How dreary was the land of night ! — 
But, behold now, " How beautiful on the 
mountains are the feet of Him who came 
with glad tidings'' to the mourner sit- 
ting dejected by Jordan's floods— of Him 
*^ who brought immortality to light by the 
gospel r' The grace of God has " begotten 
us again to a lively hope by the resurrection 
of Jesus/' Must not his foUowers, then, 
hear with hcwror the audacious assertion 
of those men who have declared, that 
' death is an eternal sleep ?' must not the 
spirits of the just frown with indignation 
on that false and tremendous inscription 
which the hand of infidelity hath engraved 
on the tomb ? 
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A bright morning shall yet " dawn on 
the night of the grave/' *^ O death I where 
is thy sting ? O grave ! where is thy vicf- 
tary ?'' — ^Though we are ginng the way of 
all our fathers ; though nature herself is 
waxing old ; though the earth and its works 
shall be burnt up ; though prospects which 
have charmed the eye of every spectator, 
shall perish — ^ thanks to God who giveth 
us the victory/^ Lo ! new heavens^ and a 
new earthy shall yet cheer the enraptured 
eye of man. 

Let me conclude the whole, by pressing 
on your attention the important precept 
which the text contains. ^* Offer unto God 
thanksgiving!' Indeed, ^ there is not a 
more pleasing exercise of the mind than 
gratitude.' This duty is easy ; it is natu- 
ral to man. ^ I saw,' said the ancient 
sage, ^ one slave give part of his garment 
to another, and that other wept for grati- 
tude/' But, if an earthly benefactor can 
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thus exoite grateful emotion, what thanks 
ful returns are due to the Father of our 
spirits?* " In every thitig give thanks; 
for this is the will of God in Christ Jems 
concerning you/! Accordingly, gratitude 
^ows with the -greatest fervour in every 
good man's bosotn ; and pure ascends the 
pious flame to his Saviour and his God. 
Beautiful is such a sacrifice. On the other 
hand, how odious is ingratitude ! It resides 
only in that heart where no vestige of 
virtue is found — where every honourable 
feeling is extinguished. 

Base, indeed, is the man in whose 
breast was never felt the impulse of grate* 
ful emotion, nor any inclination to pub- 
lish his Maker's praise. But praise, a- 
lone, is not a proper return for all the 
mercies we enjoy. Good conduct is, in 
fact, the best expression of genuine gra* 

* Accipito placide, plene et laudare memento. — D. Cato. 
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titude. And, wherever such gratitude ex- 
ists, it becomes a powerful principle of 
obedience, leading a pious man to combat 
every species of corruption, to cultivate 
every virtue, to maintain rectitude of con- 
duct in every case, and preserve, in short, 
on all occasions, a careful and conscien- 
tious adherence to the commandments of 
his God. Amen. 



SERMON VI. 



ON THE DANGER OF HUMAN DEPRAVITY. 



Gen. vii. 22. 

'* All in whose nostrils was the breath oflife^ 
of all that was in the dry land died J* 

Tu E degradation of the human mce, which 
the sacred historian relates in the book of 
Genesis, is frequently referred to in subse- 
quent parts of scripture : and, in reviewing 
the melancholy account of the fall of man, 
who was ^^ made hut a little lower than the 
angelsj' we contemplate, so to speak, the 
magnificence of a mouldering ruin. What 
desolation has sin occasioned in the uni- 
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verse ! Numerous indeed are the disasters 
which originate from guilt ; and they might 
have been greater stiU, had the criminals 

ff 

not been checked at times in their career 
of iniquity * In particular, the signal judg- 
ment which the text records, was an awful 
warning to future ages. 

At the period which the Patriarch fore- 
told, ^^ the zvindows of heaven were opened. 
The overflowing of the water passed by ; the 
deep uttered his voice.'' The guilty trem- 
bled. Behold on the summit of the rocky 
cUff, some listening with dismay to the 
shrieks of their helpless companions. The 
cry of death was heard fh)m afkr, — ^terri« 
fying on every side those who, with the 
utmost consternation visible in their coun- 
tenances, had fled for safety to the sur- 
rounding hills. Looking down to the abyss 

* Nunc mbif qua totimi Nereus drcumloinl oriwfli 
Perdcoduiii mortale genus. — Ov. 
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below !with horror which no words can des^ 
cribe, they must have perceived many a 
corpse of kindred and acquaintance float- 
ing on the waters. At last, punishment 
overtook those wretched survivors who had 

« 

found a temporary jplace of refuge on the 
mountains. Even there ^' the floods over^ 
flowed them. All in whose nostrils was the 
breath of' life^ of all that was in the dry 
land died*' 

But, in discoursing further from this im- 
pressive passage of sacred scripture, let me 
call your attention to the practical instruct 
tions suggested by the history of the deluge, 
and caution you against unbeUef and diso- 
bedience, — imbehef and disobedience^ the 
very causes of that catastrophe which the 
text records. These, no doubt, are topics 
which ingenuity has illustrated, and elo- 
quence adorned, — topics on which many 
eminent men have written or declaimed in 
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times that are past ; but we may still ga- 
ther some gleanings of the harvest, 

I. " Take heed^ brethren^ lest there be in 
any of you an evil heart of unbelief Its 
fatal effects were strikingly exemplified in 
the case of the antediluvians, who would 
not believe a venerable patriarch, the 
preacher of righteousness. Beyond doubt, 
that credulity which has sometimes dis- 
graced common sense^ ought to be avoid- 
ed ; for it has proved a fertile source of su-^ 
perstition, not to mention other pernicious 
consequences : but sceptical opinions have 
a tendency no less dangerous, — a, tendency 
frequently subversive of all religious and 
moral obligation. Be jealous, therefore, 
of that arrogance which believes too Utde, 
as well as of that weakness which believes 
too much. Be particularly on your guard 
against the invidious insinuations of those 
men, who presumptuously reject what are 
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caUed the mysterious doctrines of revealed 
feligion. 

Though objections to some of these doc« 
trines have been collected with laborious 
industry, and brought forward in the most 
specious and imposing form, the inspired 
Mrritings stiU deserve the fullest credit. To 
complain, that some of the doctrines con- 
tained in the Bible ane abstruse, is, in fact, 
to Complain of those limits which provi-* 
dence, in its wisdom, has fixed to all hu- 
man investigation. And let it never be 
forgotten, that the imperfection of our 
faculties and our inquiries — our incapacity 
of explaining some sublime doctrines in a 
satisfactory manner, can never affect the 
vahdity of the evidence on which we be- 
lieve that their origin is divine. The evi- 
dence is strong, and the doctrines rest on 
a solid foundation. Had it been stronger, 
so as to preclude the possibility of doubt ; 

in short, had it been altogether irresistible — » 

u 
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it would have been quite inconsistent with 
the purposes of a probationary state, pre- 
vented the due exercise of the human un- 
derstanding, annihilated the freedom of the 
will, and destroyed the very principles of 
our moral constitution. 

Docs it become imperfect beings, there- 
fore, whose faculties are so limited, to dis- 
believe any doctrines of revealed religion^ 
or withhold their assent to a system of 
truth established by the testimony of God 
himself? — Let not the most zealous efforts 
of modem infidehty ever subvert the foun- 
dations of your faith. In fact, ahnost all 
the arguments of modem infidelity, not- 
withstanding their boasted pretensions to 
originality, are but old ones revived, which 
have been frequently refuted. And though 
they were new, it is well known that ori- 
ginality docs not always imply excellence. 
What differs from other productions, as 
has been justly remarked, may sometimes 



/ 
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differ for the worse. From the polluted 
pages of the infidel, turn away as from the 
face of a serpent. They are full of deadly 
poison. The coarse buffoonery, the silly 
witticisms, and the illiberal insinuations, 
which he has taken such pains to dissemi- 
nate of late years in publications, whose 
object is to revile the book of God, merit 
the contempt and indignation of all good 
men. To many of you whose lot is labour,^ 
— ^whose daily employment is to provide 
the means of subsistence for yourselves and 
your famiUes — ^and who, consequently, have 
neither leisure nor abihty to pursue learn* 
ed speculations, or engage in profound re- 
search — it must be no small satisfaction to 
reflect, that the authenticity of the sacred 
records has been fully vindicated from the 
scandalous aspersions of the unprincipled 
and the profligate, by men of the most 
distinguished talents, — the productions of 
whose genius are destined to instruct ftiture 
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ages. Bless God for such burning and 
shining Ughts. Follow them as God's an^ 
dent people the piilar offirt^ which blazed 
through the darkness of the night in the 
wilderness.* 

The splendour of those accomplishments 
which likewise adorned a few of the adver* 
saries of our holy religion^ and the brilliant 
powers which they displayed in several 
departments of science^ could not fail to 
give a temporary consequence to opinions 
sanctioned by their names ; yet truth wiD 
maintain its ground^ and ultimately pre* 
vail when error is forgotten. Though re- 
vealed religion has been subjected to the 
severest scmtiny^ still it is a ground of 
triumph, that the minute and rigorous ex- 
amination which would have proved fatal 
to error, has been &vourable to trath. 
Therefore, of your " hx^pt ye need not be 

^ Exod. ziv. 20. 
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oihqmed. Haldthe beginning of your con^ 
fidence tte^ost unto the end/* het no in^ 
sidious c^iis, no impious suggestions, no 
fasdnatit^ wit pf the prpfane, ever shake 
' those religious principles which you adopt- 
ed after, cool and mature investigatioii^ 
How respectable that rational confidence^ 
which is the result of candid deliberate in«- 
quiry, compared with that fluctuating be- 
jiefy or presumptuous scepticisfn, which 
impatient research sddom fails to inspire J 
For many a sceptic has a feeble undeiv 
standing, ent^^ly destitute c^ the vigorous 
grasping power of an original mind. If 
some of the people believe without prooj^ 
several infidels deny without demonstra^ 
don. •" 

It merits attention, that men may be 
culpable, not on account of their scepti* 
cism merely, but also for the errors of 
their fzdth; If they allo^v themselves to 
be biassed by prejudice^ or misled by pas- 
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sion ; if they are deficient ^intendour, so 
as to examine the evidence bf revealed 
religion with indifference, or with a secret 
wish to find it imperfjpct ; in shorty if they 
exclude the light which shines from heaven 
— can we hesitate a moment to pronounce 
them guilty ? " How shall they escape if 
they neglect so great salvation ?" Surely 
it is their duty, as well as their interest, to 
use every appointed mean of cherishing 
'iaith, that happy principle which purifies 
the heart. Then, by the grace of God, it 
shall grow apace, like the spreading oak ^ 
or the goodhf cedar: Where the salutary 
principle of which I now speak does not 
exist, or is very defective in its operations, 
the degree of human depravity has been 
often alarming. It rose to such a formi- 
dable height in the old world, that tre- 
mendous punishment was infiicted on the 
workers of iniquity. And this naturally 
leads me, as was proposed, 
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n. To caution you against disobedi- 
ence- — -In doing so, I shall avoid those 
minute details whose professed object is 
to check guilt, while they sometimes are 
apt to excite guilty passions. Before the 
flood, the human race were remarkably 
addicted to vice-* They not only com- 
mitted flagrant crimes, but were even re- 
gardless of that external decorum and res- 
pect for public opinion, which fiequendy 
preserve an appearance of worth at least, 
where the reality is wanting. ^' God saw 
that the wickedness of man was great j and 
that every imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart was only evil continually'' And 
while the profligate were guilty of the 
greatest enormities, while their licentious 
pleasures termiuated in scenes too indecent 
to be mentioned, ^^ God said^ I will destfvy 
?nan from the face of the earth." Yet in 

* Longa mora est, quantum noxae sit 
» Enumerar^ :— Ovid. ^ 
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the midst of the general depravity, a me- 
morable instance of piety and virtue ap^ 
peared ; and in the midst of the general 
wreck, God remembered the pious Noah» 
Of that unbeUef and disobedience which 
degraded others, no trace wa^ to be found 
in him. Hail ! holy patriarch, thou ven^« 
able priest of piety, thou parent of a new 
world. To thee and thine, obedience to 
the Almighty procured an asylum in the 
^udst of surrounding danger. When the 
Almighty made *^ darkne$s his secret placc^ 
his pavilion round about him dark waters 
and thick clouds of the sky^' he regarded 
with favour the preacher qf righteousness* 
Lo ! virtue remained secure in the ark of 
salvation, and triumphed in a signal re* 
ward. *^ J3f«^ the wicked^ and him that 
loveth violence^ the Lord hates/' 

Conscious that guilt incurs his displeasure, 
mankind have adopted various schemes to 
avert his vengeance. For this purpose. 
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scilemri fa^u and rigorous moiti^caUOM 
weare enjoined, splendid rites and pc^-emof- 
nies instituted, and costlj victims dragged 
tx> the akar. But do not suppose thajt 
these can appease the wrath, or concUiate 
the favour of heaven, if the- worshippers 
possess neithi^ sanctity of heart nor purit j 
of manners. What avail the most w^ 
mated and patbetijc expressions of piet^^ 
if your devotions ascend to the thrQQfi.Qf 
the Most High, nuhgled with the $i^ vi 
those who groan under your oppression, or 
complain bitterly of ypur injustice ?. ^^ Makk 
the Lord as great delight^'* according to 
the sdenm nexpostulation of his prophot, 
^'.Hath ifu Lord as great delight in tmrnt?- 
offerings and sacrificeii an in obetfing tl» 
voice of the Lord ? Behold^ to obey is better 
than sacrifice^ and to hearken than the fat 
of rams/'* But what shall we think of 

• 1 Sam. xY. 22. 



